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Key Quotes
Kosovo Serbs replace barricade with flower boxes in flashpoint town. Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi hailed the move, telling local
media it was "further proof of the successful implementation" of an EU‐brokered deal to normalise ties between Serbia and Kosovo that was
signed last year (Yahoo!, UK, 18/6) https://uk.news.yahoo.com/kosovo‐serbs‐replace‐barricade‐flower‐boxes‐flashpoint‐town‐
180406512.html#KLGNveA

Summary
Serbo‐Russian relations
The Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said that Russia respects the wish of Serbia to join the European Union, a position based on the
idea of avoiding new dividing lines in Europe and to promote the pursuit of a single economic, humanitarian and cultural space. Ivica Dačić,
the Serbian Foreign Minister said that the country's membership in the EU is in the national interest, but that Belgrade would never stand
against Moscow (Capital‐Daily, BG, 18/6).
•

Capital‐Daily, BG, 18/6, http://193.178.140.110/delivery/20140618/mi/item_203216682.pdf

Albania has fulfilled the criteria for the EU candidate status, says leader of opposition in Albania
Leader of the Democratic Party, Lulzim Basha has received today the delegation of the Austrian government led by the Foreign Minister of
this country, Sebastian Kurz and Minister of Justice, Wolfgang Brandstetter. Thanking Austria for the contribution given during these years to
Albania in the process of European integration, Mr. Basha demanded to Mr. Kurz the intensification of Austrian engagement on next week’s
decision. Leader of the Democratic Party said that Albania has met all the criteria needed to be granted the EU candidate status. Basha
briefed Mr. Kurz with what he considered to be as negative developments in the country which go against the criteria of Copenhagen and
which have replaced the rule of law by government arbitrariness, with the refusal of the government to obey court orders, with massive
dismissals in the administration without legal motives and problematic appointments of people with criminal convictions in key positions,
which has had an impact on the deterioration of law and order in the country. Leader of the Democratic Party reiterated to the Austrian
foreign minister the positioning of the opposition for unconditional support toward the country’s EU candidate status which will be decided
next week by European leaders (balkaneu.com, GR, 17/6).
•

balkaneu.com, GR, 17/6, http://www.balkaneu.com/albania‐fulfilled‐criteria‐eu‐candidate‐status‐leader‐opposition‐albania/
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